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Si usted desea recibir 
la version en español 
de la revista del PTA 
(Asociacion de Padres 
y Maestros) de la Es-
cuela Westchester, por 
favor pongase en con-
tacto con la oficina de 
la escuela al (713) 
251-1800 o con An-
geles Martinez (281) 
556-9369 o 
yelis@sbcglobal.net. 
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Parent Required Event 

Parent Required Event 

December 5 Saturday detention—9-12 
 7-9 Model United Nations—San Antonio Conference 
 9 Dead Week begins—Upper School (no new content taught) 
 8 IB French classes fieldtrip to Rice 
 10-11 7th Grade Camp Allen Field Trip & Seniors’ Pictures 
 11 Dead Week begins—Middle School (no new content taught) 
 12 Saturday detention—9-12 
 16-18 Early dismissal—12:30—No late buses 
 18 Deadline to refer students for the Gifted and Talented identification process 
 18 End of third 6 weeks 
 December 21—January 4 Winter Holidays 
January  5 School resumes—Fourth 6 weeks begins 
 5-11 International Investigations Week 
 5 Applications for lottery posted and available in offices 

 6 Late buses resume 
 7 12th grade required parent event—Financial Aid—6:30 pm 
7,8  Talent Show auditions 

 8 Wildcat Dance Team Lock In 3:30-9 pm & Comedy Sportz @ WAIS—7pm 
 9  Saturday Detention—9-12 
 9 Alumni Dinner by National Honor Society—6-8 pm—Dining Hall 
 12 Report Card Pick-up & mini conferences—6:30-8 pm 
 12,14 Talent Show Auditions 
 14 Awards Assembly—Upper School—9:20-10:00 am 
 15 Deadline for $15 Art Course fee & Talent Show and Pizza Dinner—6 pm 
 15 Director Advisory Council—11 am Middle School, 12:30 pm High School  
 18 Martin Luther King Day—Student Holiday 
 18-22 No Name Calling Week 
 19 Course Selection Process begins and PTA Board Meeting—6:30 pm 
 19 Induction Spanish Honor Society—6 pm 
 21 Awards Assembly—Middle School—9:20-10 am 

 21 11th gr-PSAT &College Planning, 10th gr–AP or IB, Planning for 11th & 12th gr. 
 21 IB Forum series—9th grade—The IB Programme—7 pm 
 22 8th grade Guthrie Center Tour—9-12 &Choir Pop Show—7:30pm 

 23 Saturday detention—9-12 &Choir Pop Show—7:30pm 
 25 Begin accepting lottery applications for 2010-11 
 25 Current students intent to return letters mailed 
 25 Campus Improvement Team meeting—3:30 –5:00 pm 
 25 Spring Branch ISD Board Meeting—7 pm 
 26 Open House for prospective students and parents—6:30 pm 
 28 State of the School—PTA General Assembly—6:30 pm—Comedy Sportz @ 7pm 
 28 Progress Report mailed / advisory 
� 28 Collegiate Challenge begins—5 pm & Senior auction during advisory 
 29 Odyssey of the Mind Skate Board Competition 
 29 Teen Summit in Race Relations 
February  1-5 Benchmark—Released TAKS testing 
 4-5 Model United Nations—University of Houston 
 4 Collegiate Challenge—5 pm & FAFSA workshop for seniors—6:30 pm  
 5 Comedy Sportz—7 pm 
 8 7th and 8th grade required parent event—6:30 pm 
 9 Family Social Studies Night 

Parent Required Event 

Parent Required Event 



Gifted and Talented �

We are approaching the end 2009 and almost half of the 
school year will be behind us soon. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our wonderful parents and teachers 

for the time, effort and creativity they have put into the 
many PTA programs thus far - Family Day, Math/Science 
Night, Teacher Appreciation, Reflections Art Contest and 

many more.  
Enjoy the holidays and your families to the fullest and 

come back refreshed to take on the great future 
events we have in store for our WAIS students. 

Marianne Van Arkel Priest 

From the PTA President�

December 10th 
 Special Donuts Sale—only $1 
7:00-7:50am in front of the Middle & 

High Schools 
Proceeds will go to-
ward the 8th grade 
end-of year gradua-

tion & dance. 

8th Grade Fundraising�

The Boys Lacrosse Team competed in 
the CyFair Fall Classic Lacrosse Tour-
nament  11-21 and 11-22 and were victorious over both 

Memorial High School and St. Thomas Moore out of Lou-
isiana.  Way to Go! 

Jon Ripkowski Chris McDougald 
Tyler Loving Manuel Robles 
Alexander Bracho John Petty 
Richie Puntarelli Zak Duncan 
Tanner Emery Spencer Bennett 
Demitrius Abercrombie Aaron Nguyen 

Spartan Lacrosse Club  

WAIS Spirit Store 
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How about a Westchester T-shirt, 
Sweatshirt or Zip-Up Hoodie as a pre-

sent?  
Turn in your order by Friday, Dec. 11 

and receive 10% off your total order.  
Items will be filled and available for pick-up at the 

main office during the week of Dec. 16-20.  
· View the available items at www.waispta.org 
· Download an order form. (Take 10% off of 

your final total) 
· Make checks payable to WAIS - add Spirit Store 

on the memo line Turn form and payment into 
the main office to the attention of Ana Faleiro 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

· On Nov. 10, teachers were treated to an Italian lunch provided by the PTA 
hospitality committee. 

· Many volunteers provided salads and deserts and helped serve 
· Thank you to all who made this special lunch possible. 

· A special thank you from the 7th grade teachers  (see card to the left) 

IB Forum Series 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 
Theme: “Where will my future lead 

me? – Advanced Placement, Interna-
tional Baccalaureate” 

Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Grades: 9 and 10 

Please join us for this informative evening. 
RSVP at jef-

frey.roberts@springbranchisd.com 

Get your Valen-
tine Grams 

starting on Jan. 
25!! 

The district deadline for referring stu-
dents for identification as “Gifted and 

Talented” closes on Dec. 18th.   
Any parent, student or teacher can 
refer a 6th-11th grade student for 

screening.   
Please contact Mr. Steve Schlabach if 
you wish to make a referral. 713-251-

1800 

Walk of 
Fame 

Purchase a 
personalized 

engraved brick today for 
installation in our West-
chester Walk of Fame! 

Cost is $50 for a regular 
brick and $75 for a large 
brick. Pick up an order 

form in the office or con-
tact Colleen Treacy @ 

Helen.treacy@att.net for 
more information. 

Birthday Marquee 
Celebrate your student’s 

birthday  with an an-
nouncement on the school 
marquee ($25). Pick up an 
order form in the office or 

download it from 
www.waispta.org or con-
tact Marialice Lindig @ 
mclindig@comcast.com 
for more information. 

Your 
Name 



Reflections Art Contest 

Westchester Academy hosted the Reflections 
Art Contest in November.  
158 entries were turned in!  

Congratulations to the following winners! 
Middle School Visual Arts: 

1st: Sophia Huq 
2nd: Chayse Sampy 

3rd: Adrienne Brown 
High School Visual Arts: 

1st tie: Diana Lazcano, Anna Hagee 
2nd tie: Julian Groce, Vanessa Dominguez 

3rd 4-way tie: Salma Martinez, Kaitlin Kargar, 
Christina Couch, Cecilia Ortega 

High School Literature 
1st: Shane Moore 

2nd: Kathryn Holmstrom 
Middle School Literature 

1st: Aly Cardoza 

Photography 
1st: Melissa Avila 

2nd: Christine Dittrich 
3rd: Cynthia Hernandez 
Musical Composition 
1st: Cian Barnes-Talavera 

2nd: Julian Groce 
3rd tie: Emilio Pena, Emily 

McKitrick 
All artworks are now competing at the District 
level! In a few weeks, we will know if any of 
our students have won at the district level!! 
All artists and their work will be honored dur-

ing the awards ceremony on Jan. 14,for Up-
per School and Jan 21 for Middle School at  

9:20 - 10:00 am - Parents come see your 
students artistic abilities! 

A. Hagee, 1st place HS visual arts 

S. Huq, 1st place MS visual arts 

M. Avila, 1st place 
Photography 
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 Go ToWWW.WAISPTA. ORG 

· To join the PTA 
· For contacts, forms, calendar & school 

store 
· To register to volunteer 

· To read the online newsletter 

Grade liaisons 

-Susan Boylan at sboylan@ymail.com  
Elizabeth Honeycutt elizhoneycutt@yahoo.com  
 
-Lori Bauer  at darnshame@aol.com  
 
- Sylvia McInroe at Mcraig2451@sbcglobal.net 
-Loan Pham at Davgau96@yahoo.com 
 
 -Lori Knight at Lknight65@att.net 
 
-Yvette Silva Feinhandler silvauniverse@yahoo.com 
 
-Cynthia Herrera at Ceoherrera@yahoo.com 
 
-Yvonne Kasinga at mukulukasinga@yahoo.com 

10th- 

6th 

7th 

8th 

9th 

11th 

12th 

· President:  
Marianne van Arkel-Priest @ mvarkel@ppcenergy.com  
713-301-8503 
· First VP:  
Sophie Haci @ shaci09@gmail.com  
281-859-8838 
· Co-VP Membership: 
Lizette Negrete @ lnegrete@mathinc.net 
713-783-7955  
· Treasurer:  
Leslie Enloe @ lfenloe@hotmail.com    
713-907-5012 
· Secretary:  
Janet Balke @ jmbalke@yahoo.com     
713-294-9704 
· Parlementarian:  
Jane Harris @ fam_harris@yahoo.com  
713-478-4520  

PTA Board 

Diana Lazcano, 1st place HS 
visual arts 

Chayse Sampy, 2nd place 
MS visual arts 

Julian Groce, 2nd place HS 
visual arts 

Vanessa Dominguez, 
2nd place HS visual 


